Occupational perilymph fistula.
A case of occupational perilymph fistula in an ironworker is described. The patient was lifting and lowering 200 pounds of steel when he developed sudden onset of vertigo. Surgical exploration of the middle ear demonstrated leakage of perilymph fluid from the round window. Grafting of the window led to improvement of symptoms, but the patient was unable to continue work as an ironworker due to difficulty with balance.